
St Mary the Virgin 
Riverhead with Dunton Green 

Sunday 26
th

 April 2020 – 3
rd

 Sunday of Easter 

 

Hello everybody! 

 

This is just to keep you informed about  our various church services as we go forward. 

 

First of all we are genuinely excited to report that last Wednesday at 8pm we started a new venture which 

we intend to continue on a weekly basis.  We had a service of Compline.  This is a simple, quiet and 

reflective service of prayer and Bible readings for the end of the day which lasts up to 30mins.  We hope 

this may develop to allow people to contribute in what ever ways are helpful and appropriate.   Please do 

join us if you can. It provides rather a lovely ‘oasis of calm’ in what can be for some either a pressured or a 

rather isolated week.  

 

 Now that Easter is over and in line with advice from the Diocese, we have been in touch with both 

Christopher Johnson and Michael Gentry to see if they are willing to continue leading Sunday services for 

us once a month, and I’m pleased to report that they are both very happy to do so.  As from the beginning 

of May Michael will resume leading the 9.30am Communion service on the second Sunday of each month, 

and Christopher the Communion service on the fourth Sunday.  The first Sunday service will continue to 

be a Family service and the third Sunday will be Morning Prayer - as will any fifth Sundays.  

 

Although this Sunday will be a fourth Sunday it will on this occasion be  Morning Prayer as our new 

pattern of services will start in May. 

 

Our May Family Service will be led by Bishop Rod Thomas of Maidstone.  Many of us will remember the 

Harvest Family Service he led for us last year, and we’re really pleased he is able and willing to join us, 

and we’re very much looking forward to having him with us again.  

 

We are also having a service to mark VE Day on May 8 at 11am to which the Parish Councils of Riverhead 

and Dunton Green have been invited and some of the councillors plan to be with us and take part. Please 

put this date in your diaries.  it would be lovely to have involvement from across the generations and 

representatives of a cross section of our church family.  If you have any ideas and/or you wish to contribute 

to the service please do let me know - I would love to hear from as many people as possible. 

 

To rule out the potential for any misunderstanding, all of the above services will continue to be on Zoom. 

 

Last Sunday for the first time we put the words to the service on the screen - thereby reducing our paper 

use.    We are really grateful to Rachel and Stuart for that, and to Janet who is working hard to source 

appropriate music for our services.  We are entirely focussed on providing services that allow us all to 

continue to worship God in a meaningful way that will also meet  our spiritual needs.  Please do be praying 

for us and for our services as we move forward and let us know if you have any comments or suggestions 

that might help us to do that more effectively. 

 

Its lovely to see so many people joining the services and it’s also wonderful to see the new and original 

ways people are finding to care and support others.  But we know there is never room for complacency as 

we, our circumstances  and our needs continue to change and evolve.  So please can I encourage you - as I 

do myself, to being praying for our church family, for those people who we know of for whom life is 

unusually difficult and that God will continue to help us to 

find the right way forward one step at a time.  We worship a wonderfully loving and understanding God! 

May He continue to bless and guide us, 

        Daphne 

 

 



 

 

Acts 2.14a,36-41 

On the day of Pentecost, Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd, ‘Let the 

entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom 

you crucified.’ Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other 

apostles, ‘Brothers, what should we do?’ Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and be baptized every one of you in 

the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our 

God calls to him.’ And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, ‘Save 

yourselves from this corrupt generation.’ So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day 

about three thousand persons were added to their number.  

1 Peter 1.17-23 

If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their deeds, live in reverent 

fear during the time of your exile. You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from 

your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that 

of a lamb without defect or blemish. He was destined before the foundation of the world, but was revealed 

at the end of the ages for your sake. Through him you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the 

dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are set on God. Now that you have purified your 

souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from 

the heart. You have been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and 

enduring word of God.  

Luke 24.13-35 

On that same day, two of the disciples were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from 

Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. While they were talking 

and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing 

him. And he said to them, ‘What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?’ They stood 

still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, ‘Are you the only stranger 

in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?’ Jesus asked them, 

‘What things?’ They replied, ‘The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and 

word before God and all the people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be 

condemned to death and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and 

besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. Moreover, some women of our group 

astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, and when they did not find his body there, they 

came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some of 

those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see 

Jesus.’ Then he said to them, ‘Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the 

prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter 

into his glory?’ Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about 

himself in all the scriptures. As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if 

he were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the 

day is now nearly over.’ So he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with them, he took 

bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized Jesus; 

and he vanished from their sight. They said to each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning within us while he 

was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?’ That same hour they got up and 

returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. They were 

saying, ‘The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!’ Then they told what had happened on 

the road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread 

 

 

 



For your information 

 

 St Lukes  Anne Bourne is still streaming a Communion Service each Sunday from St Lukes at 10.15am. 

If you wish to join her just log on to St Luke’s website and you will get instructions from there 

 

St Mary’s Services  We intend to carry on with the established pattern of services i.e 1st Sunday of the 

month – Family Service 2
nd

 and 4
th

 Sundays (and 5
th
 if there is one) Parish Eucharist 3

rd
 Sunday Family 

Communion for the eoreseeable future.  We shall continue to adhere to the published rotas as nearly as 

possible so if you are due to read or prepare intercessions be prepared to receive a reminder. 

 

Best One newsagents open to the public,  but happy to take orders over the phone for volunteers to deliver 

to people in Dunton Green.  They can ring Jig on 07534004764. 

 

Loaves and Fishes There is probably an even greater need for this service during these very difficult times 
for us all. If you are shopping for food etc if you can pop something extra into your basket I am sure it 
would be greatly appreciated. Margaret Holman at 2 Cranmer Road has a basket in her porch into which 
goods can be placed and she will undertake to deliver them to St John’s. 
 
Riverhead Londis Hi every one hope you all staying safe in doors .I’m PRITI PATEL we know from Londis. 
Open as usual 7am to 10pm Monday to Saturday and Sunday 8am to 10pm. We have some groceries and 
milk bread too if you guys need some help call us on 01732667016 if any one older people need help 
Pleasegive them our number ,we try to deliver groceries.. Thank you Priti Patel Riverhead Londis 
01732667016 
 
Amy Allender   The latest news is that Amy has had her operation and is doing well.  She walking a few 

more steps each day with the aid of the physio and hopes to be home soon. We send Amy Susan and Olivia 

our very best wishes and will uphold them in our prayers 

 

This Sunday we shall be showing the service on screen so you do not need to print out the sheets unless 

you so wish but you will find them attached.   

 

Services for the week  

Tuesday team prayers : 7.15pm for about 20 to 30 mins via Zoom.  Link etc below: 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88426086563?pwd=aEk3azhGSHB1OUVtd0FETE1lQzZIUT09 

Meeting ID: 884 2608 6563 

Password: 000574 

Wednesday Compline: from 7.45pm for 8pm start via Zoom. Service approximately 30mins. Usual link 

etc applies but copied below for ease of use: 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/6161461466?pwd=TnZxenFXRE1HYTNSMk84WWhxVFkzdz09 

ID is 616 146 1466 

password    stmarys 

 

Porchlight 

A letter received by Ronnie from Rachel at Porchlight 

Dear Ronnie, 

Thank you so much for your generous donation and for asking the congregation to donate online. Would 

you mind asking them to mention the name of the church (incl Riverhead because there’s SO many St 

Mary’s on our database) in the comment box? It’s really fantastic to have your support, we need it so 

much. 

 

  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88426086563?pwd=aEk3azhGSHB1OUVtd0FETE1lQzZIUT09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/6161461466?pwd=TnZxenFXRE1HYTNSMk84WWhxVFkzdz09


 

To give you a bit of an update; between February and March referrals from people sleeping rough into our 

services have doubled, and our street outreach team managed to get 107 individuals off the streets and into 

temporary accommodation where they are safe, in a single weekend. We’re also working with food banks 

to deliver desperately needed parcels to struggling families. And we’re helping people apply for housing 

benefit and other forms of financial aid so they can get through the weeks and months ahead.  The calls to 

the helpline have increased by 27% in the same period from people who have lost their jobs and are 

worried about paying the rent etc. With all of this going on the workload in the accommodation projects 

has also increased. In other words, there’s never been a more critical time for your support and I’m so glad 

to have your support. Feel free to share the above with the congregation to give them a sense of the current 

situation. 

With sincere thanks and very best wishes, Rachel 

 

The Sevenoaks Lions have been in touch with offers of help for individuals, couples or families who are 

in particular need as a result of the Coronavirus restrictions. If you or anyone you know are struggling 

financially then please contact the church wardens and they can let you have further details 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 


